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Report on the Action Research Project Effect of Guided Practice on English 
Writing Skills of Class VIC Students of S B Patil Public School, Ravet, Pune. 
Niveditha Biswas 
English Language Teacher 
 

INTRODUCTION 
This is a report on an action research project which investigates the extent to 
which guided practice can help students improve their writing skills in English 
language. It documents a teacher-initiated, classroom-based action research 
which turned English writing exercises from the boring, complex types into 
enjoyable and simple ones. Respondents came from a sample of 44 mixed-ability 
students from the class VIC in the school. The researcher compared students’ 
scores in creative writing Sections of EVA II, EVA III conducted in the school before 
the study to EVA IV scores after the study and reported the consequent changes 
in students’ scores of their writing activities. Both qualitative and quantitative data 
were collected through Answer scripts, students’ class works and teacher’s class 
observation. 
 

 
RESEARCH BACKGROUND 

Writing is a core skill that benefits students across the curriculum. It’s the basis of 
communication, history, art, and more disciplines than can be named. Writing 
skills are used every day in classrooms, from practicing fine motor skills early on 
to eventually writing full essays to display critical thinking skills or persuasive skills. 
Writing is the foundation of expression we give students, to be built upon 
throughout their academic career. Writing, as a skill itself, offers the students the 
opportunity to simultaneously catch on to many other vital facilities that can help 
them succeed in their academics, career, and also in other relevant aspects of their 
lives. It was observed that the students of VIC of S B Patil Public School faced 
problems while learning this skill in English language. These students mostly came 
from Marathi and other Indian languages speaking families. Their English classes 
were their only opportunities to be exposed to the English language. The majority 
of them had studied English for a number of years since kindergarten. The 
observation was that due to the Pandemic situation most of the students attended 
their classes on online platform and that effected the guided practice of writing 
skills. This Action Research was held to devise simple and enjoyable methods to 
impart writing skills to the students. 
  
Statement of Problem 
A Study of effect of Guided Practice on Writing Skills in English Language of 
Class VIC Students of S B Patil Public School, Ravet, Pune. 
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Objective 
The objective of this project was to find out to what extent could guided practice 
of writing activities help students’ learning of English writing skills. 
 
Research Questions 

1. Can writing activities be simple and interesting? 
2. If so, can creative writing activities help students’ learning of English as their 

second language? 
 
Hypothesis 
The following was the Hypothesis 
There is no significant difference in mean scores of Achievements in English 
Writing skills before and after giving guided practice of writing activities. 
 
Time Duration 
The project was carried out from 15th November, 2021 to 26th February, 2022 
with a total length of three months. During the period there were some holidays. 
Methodology 

 
Sampling 
Students came from class VIC of S B Patil Public School, Ravet, Pune. There were 
44 students in the class. As it was Pandemic situation a few students (on an 
average 15 t0 20) did the activities from school in normal class room setting and 
others were attending online. These students mostly came from Marathi and other 
Indian languages speaking families. Their English classes were their only 
opportunities to be exposed to the English language. The majority of them had 
studied English for a number of years since kindergarten. The observation was 
that due to the Pandemic situation most of the students attended their classes on 
online platform and that effected the guided practice of writing skills. However, 
all learners were hard working. 

 
Simplified English Writing Activities 
 
During the study, three different innovative writing activities were implemented. 
Activity 1: 
Students were given sentences with jumbled words. The students had to rewrite 
meaningful sentences from them. 
Example: 
Arrange the words in the correct order to form meaningful sentences. 
○ dog Rahul with his pet playing enjoys. 
○ to the company goods Vietnam exports. 
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○ she interested that was in proposal said she the. 
○ was performance impressed with quite his I. 
○ the please not do on grass step. 
○ every delicious father cooks evening pasta. 
○  brother an wants be my astronaut to. 
○  everything will sense make perfect someday. 
○ at top voice, the man his of demanded the admission shouting. 
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Activity 2: 
 
The students were given some gap filling exercises. The students had to fill in 
the gaps and complete the given paragraphs. 

 
Activity 3: 
The students were introduced to paragraph writing. Initially hints were given to 
the students. Using the given hints, a paragraph was written by the teacher on 
the blackboard with inputs taken from students through live discussion in class. 
The students then wrote the discussed paragraph. The significance of using 
proper punctuation was explained to the students and demonstrated by 
punctuating the paragraph. In the next stage, the students were encouraged to 
add more details and sentences to the paragraph using their own creative ideas. 
Teacher’s Board work: 

 
 
Student’s work: 
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○  ○  

○  ○  
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Data Collection 
The data collected was both quantitative and qualitative. The quantitative data 
was the scores of students in the Creative Writing part of EVA II, EVA III and EVA 
IV. The qualitative data was the rubrics based on students’ answer script 
samples.  
Observation 
Teacher carefully observed the scores in creative writing activities and also the 
students’ participation and responses during the activities and made use of the 
observations to investigate, analyze and generated rubrics and then concluded 
the findings when the project came to an end. 

 
Findings: 
Pre Action Plan Implementation Observations 
EVA II scores in creative writing section data showed that 21 students scored 

less than 50% which means that almost 50% of the students scored less than 

50% of the total marks meant for that section. (Annexure3) 

EVA III scores in creative writing section data revealed that 19 students out of 

44 scored less than to near 50% which amounts to 43% of students. (Annexure 

4)  

The written answer scripts of Evaluation II were analyzed using rubrics which 

had the following parameters:  

• Sentence Construction  

• Errors in Spelling  

• Punctuation Errors  

• Usage of appropriate Vocabulary  

The findings of the analysis were that 70% of the students made errors in 

sentence construction, 69% of the students made errors in spellings, 60% of 

the students made errors in punctuation and 67% had problem with usage of 

appropriate vocabulary. The analysis also showed that approximately 50 

% of the students faced problems with all the parameters of writing skill. 

(Annexure1)  

The quantitative and qualitative data of EVA II and EVA III were analyzed and 

root causes were zeroed in as: 
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• The students needed guided practice as some instructions were 
ambiguous when shared on online classes. 

• Application of learnt topics was missing. 

 
Post Action Plan Implementation Observations 
 
After the introduction of the simpler and interesting writing activities, students 
began to enjoy their writing lessons. Student asked whether they would have 
the same kind of activities in their coming lessons once the lesson was over. 
They looked forward to having the lessons again instead of avoiding them like 
what they did in the past.  
Data collected in the EVA IV scores in creative writing section revealed that 9 
students scored less than 50% which means that almost 20% of the students 
scored less than 50% of the total marks meant for that section (Details shown 
in Annexure 5).  
The findings of the rubric analysis were that 45% of the students made errors 

in sentence construction, 31% of the students made errors in spellings, 54% of 

the students made errors in punctuation and 57% had problem with usage of 

appropriate vocabulary. The analysis also showed that approximately 16 % 

of the students faced problems with all the parameters of writing skill. 

(Details shown in Annexure 2) 

The fall in figures implies that students have developed a positive attitude 

towards their writing lessons. They began to believe that learning could be 

relaxing and enjoyable.  

The fall in figures implies that students have developed a positive attitude 
towards their writing lessons. They began to believe that learning could be 
relaxing and enjoyable.  (Details shown in Annexure 3) 

 
 Outcome of the action plan after implementation 

● The rubrics on parameters of writing skills after the implementation 

of Action plan showed that 19% students showed proficiency in 

their written work, while 64% were showing improvement and 17% 

were yet to improve.  

● When students were doing their writing tasks their weaknesses and 
needs such as spelling problems were easily identified. This facilitated 
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teachers to tackle students’ problems. It also allowed teachers to direct 
their teaching more precisely towards students’ needs. Furthermore, the 
activities of rewriting the jumbled sentences, gap filling exercise 
activities provided students with interesting, authentic and challenging 
tasks to practice. They succeeded in motivating students to learn as well 
as helping them develop proper useful learning strategies such as 
listening and editing skills. In completing the tasks, students also learnt 
to work in collaboration and appreciate peer help. The work of the 
students was also neat and tidy. These were the added outcomes of the 
action plan. 

● This study aimed at improving the learning environment and teaching 
strategies in English writing lessons for students of VIC and in S B Patil 
Public school, Ravet in order to enhance students’ English language 
learning. Generally speaking, the basic objectives of this research study 
were achieved. The majority of students successfully changed their 
perceptions of writing from a boring, threatening and stressful 
environment to an interesting, enjoyable and collaborative atmosphere. 
To a certain extent the change in perception might help students 
develop a positive learning attitude towards their writing activities. 
Students’ confidence has thus increased and their anxieties have in turn 
reduced. Definitely these positive feedbacks may enhance students’ 
future learning.  
 

Recommendations 

Henceforth, the same strategy could be used for the 6th Graders to enhance 
their writing skills in the initial stages. 

The action research to be further handed over to the teacher for the next 
academic year. 
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Annexure 1 

Rubrics- Parameters for writing- Pre Action Plan 
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Annexure 2 

Rubrics- Parameters for writing- Post Action Plan 
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Annexure 3 

EVA II Score Analysis and Students’ Sample Answer Scripts 
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Annexure 4 



S B Patil Public School, Ravet 
Academic Year- 2021-22 

18 
 

EVA III Score Analysis and Students’ Sample Answer Scripts 
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Annexure5 

EVA IV Score Analysis and Students’ Sample Answer Scripts 
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