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The Indian Education System: 

Progress, Challenges, and the Future Path 

By Ms. Richa Sharma 

 

India's education system is one of the largest and most diverse in the world. It is important for the 

country's growth and global impact. With over 1.4 billion people, many of them young, the system 

has changed to meet the needs of society but still faces many challenges.  

 

This essay looks at the current state of education in India, what the government is doing, the 

problems that remain, and how to create a fairer, better, and future-ready education system. 

 

1. Achievements in the Indian Education System: 

a. Right to Education (RTE) Act (2009): Increased primary school enrollment to 97% 

by 2021. 

b. National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF): Promotes transparency and 

competition among higher education institutions. 

c. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY): Equipped millions with 

industry-relevant skills, bridging the skill gap. 

 

2. Challenges Facing the Education System: 

a. Rote Learning: Limits creativity, critical thinking, and practical problem-solving 

skills. 

b. Teacher Quality and Training: Shortage of adequately trained teachers, 

particularly in rural areas. 

c. Inequality: Rural schools face resource shortages, while urban schools are better 

equipped. 

d. Mental Health Issues: Overemphasis on exams creates stress, leading to anxiety 

and other mental health concerns. 
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3. Government Initiatives and Improvements: 

a. SWAYAM and NPTEL: Provide access to quality online courses, improving 

accessibility. 

b. Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan: Aims to improve infrastructure and teacher quality in 

schools. 

 

4. Necessary Changes for Reform: 

a. Shift from rote learning to application-based, critical thinking-oriented 

curricula. 

b. Address the digital divide to ensure rural areas have access to technology. 

c. Strengthen industry-academic linkages to align education with job market needs. 

d. Integrate mental health support in schools to help students manage stress. 

 

Conclusion: With continued reforms, India can build an education system that prepares its youth 

for the challenges of the future. 


