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From Us, with Empathy and Love:
A Visit to the Vatsalya Shikshan Sanstha
Pune, Maharashtra | October 6th and 8th, 2022
On Thursday, October 6th and Saturday, October 8th, 2022, the students of
Grades IX to XI visited the Vatsalya Shikshan Sanstha, Dehugaon, for the
mentally challenged children above 18 yrs.
Husband and wife, Mr. Vilas Devtarase and Mrs.
Vrushali Devtarase are the couple who run the
center. They have devoted their lives to this
noble task. Mrs Devtarase explained to the
students when, how and why they decided to open the center. She further
went on to narrate how the children residing at their shelter are not only
mentally challenged but also orphans. She said this whilst elaborating about
certain mental disabilities and why they occur.
It was very disheartening to hear and even watch how these children struggle even for the basic acts of every
day. The students were touched and overwhelmed with emotions when they interacted with the orphans.
As a sign of affection, our school students donated groceries such as rice, dals,
sugar, spices and chocolates; all of which were contributed with an open heart.
The teachers too donated oil and ghee.
All-in-all, the experience of the visit in itself was a heart-rendering and touching
experience. Following is a testimonial by Riddhi Vaidhya of Grade XI:

“The visit to Vatsalya Rehabilitation Centre was indeed an eye opener for us.
We came back with a lot of take-aways, one of them being the kind act of
empathising instead of simply pitying.
We express our gratitude towards the centre for letting us visit their orphanage.
It was well equipped with several rooms, a common gathering area for different
activities, a hygienic kitchen and other basic facilities.
A set time table and planned activities ensured that the students spend their
time well and get to follow a routine just like what other students get. We are
also eagerly looking forward to seeing more of their creative and festive
artefacts.
We wholeheartedly appreciate the efforts taken by the entire team of the
Vatsalya for this initiative, the difficult task that they are passionately carrying
out, and a salute to their hard work and dedication to help the specially-abled
surpass their disabilities and live a comfortable life.”
Should you, dear readers, ever get a chance, please do come and visit this orphanage once. It will surely be a
life-altering experience. Kudos to the team at the Vatsalya Shikshan Sanstha. We wish their team the very best
for every endeavour they undertake towards taking care of such children with special needs.

